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This work includes an environmental assessment focusing on paper consumption used to photocopy and print in six higher education schools at Porto. In focus are three institutions from the University of Porto (UP), namely, the Faculty of Sports (FADEUP), the Faculty of Engineering (FEUP) and the Faculty of Humanities (FLUP). Two institutions of the Polytechnic Institute of Porto (IPP), namely the Accounting and Administration school (ISCAP) and the school for Education (ESE). The Nursing school (ESEP) is also here included. 
It was gathered and analysed information from all the above-mentioned institutions from 2008 and 2009. The information includes the number of students, teachers, institution’s employees and also the amount of paper sheets used in photocopies and printing facilities. The paper grammage used was not disregarded. For each institution it was calculated an indicator expressing the annual amount of paper sheets consumed per person.
The results allow drawing conclusions associated to the changes in consumption for the two years analysed and for each institution. In addition, the largest and the smallest consumer (total consumption and consumption per person) were identified. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was observed that the consumption rises, by comparison to all other months, at the beginning of the academic year (September) and at the beginning of the examination periods (January and June). It was also observed that the total paper consumption increased in 2009 for the analysed institutions, namely, FEUP (increase of 19 %), FADEUP (increase of 11 %), FLUP (increase of 9 %) and ESEP (increase of 3 %).  The exceptions are calculated for ESE (calculated a reduction of 13 %) and ISCAP that showed a reduction of 5 % in the total paper consumption. The Faculty of Engineering (FEUP) is, by comparison, the largest consumer of paper sheets. During 2008, it was consumed 5,5 million paper sheets and in 2009, the consumption raised to 7 million sheets. The Nursing school (ESEP) has the lowest consumption, consuming only about 200 thousand copies during the two years.
In conclusion and regarding the paper consumption per person, the Nursing school (ESEP) is the institution presenting the smallest variation for the two years. Moreover, ESEP has the smallest environmental performance indicator, i.e., each person consumed around 120 paper sheets per year. In contrast, the Faculty of Humanities (FLUP) is the institution presenting the largest consumption, i.e., each person consumed more than 900 paper sheets per year.


Final remarks:

The work here presented results from an assignment performed for the curricular unit Environmental Decision Support Tools (2009/2010) of the Integrated Master Program in Environmental Engineering at the Faculty of Engineering, University of Porto.
