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3 Towara amn
UpGranT method

Section 1

In 2025, from June 9 to June 14, as part of the UpGranT Grand Tour to Porto,
the UpGranT Intensive Programme for Learners (IPL) took place at the Fac-
ulty of Architecture — University of Porto (FAUP).

The IPL was a six-day international workshop specifically focused on the
Architectural Design Process, organised between the UpGranT Consorti-
um, with the participation of 36 students and 12 professors.

The IPLs main objective was to experiment and test an in situ pedagogical
model of learning by travelling through real spaces/buildings. IPL aimed to
engage open, sensorial, and comprehensive in loco readings to go beyond
available published information or digital dissemination and to identify the
sense of the whole, the composition, the scale, the space, and the context,
among other aspects. This re-reading of the building served as material for
the elaboration of souvenirs, understood as physical objects that could be
taken home as a remembrance of the design solutions experienced.

The proposed methodology

IPL is based on a fieldwork learning methodology, grounded in case study(s)
and supported by a brief booklet and a selection of recommended readings.
In the pursuit of the most immersive experience for students, a single case
study with full open access was considered, with the IPL venue serving as
the case study.

The FAUP ensemble, designed by Alvaro Siza (1979-1996), was understood
as a paradigmatic case study with a specific poetics that can be (re)visited
through a heightened sensorial and in situ comprehension of fundamental
design themes and details that are difficult to perceive or even understand
through published literature or media dissemination.

FAUP is thematically dense, able to be broken down into diverse, universal,
and, at the same time, authorial themes at different design levels. FAUP ad-
dresses: (1) a broad context comprehension and insertion; (2) a vast number
and variety of design problems versus design solutions; (3) the author’s ex-
tensive body of work and architectural references that it calls upon.

Complementary, FAUP’s design process comprises an extensive archive of
sketches, rigorous drawings and photographs that disclose the design’s in-
ception and reveal different options for the same problems, extending from
the urban reading and siting of the ensemble to the sequences of significant
spaces and the meaning of the architectural elements, which can inform and
enhance new readings when mirrored with the in situ experience. This ex-
tensive rendering can be considered as an empowering collection of prob-
lems, themes and spaces.

To enable a more fruitful exchange and transfer of knowledge and practices,
the students were grouped into six-member teams, each comprising one
student from each of the six participating educational institutions, challeng-
ing distinct cultures and practices.

Each group was assigned to one of the significant spaces in the FAUP col-
lection that could be depicted through its design process: the courtyard,
cafeteria, main lobby, museum, library lobby, or technical area. In each
group interpretation, these significant spaces can be expanded beyond
their limits and even overlap with one another. The key aim of IPL was to
explore and convey a fresh and personal reading of these significant spaces
through in situ contact, going beyond published references and Siza’s ar-
chive renderings.
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The IPL appropriated FAUP’s central museum, transforming it into a labora-
tory space open to the school, featuring thematic work sessions, presenta-
tions, guest talks on “Travel with Grand Tourists”, a conference on “Architec-
ture Travels” and parallel itineraries. The students were also encouraged to
take self-discovery routes using the provided maps.

The IPL work sessions were structured into three moments - “recognise”,
“propose” and “build” — according to the main intermediate actions to be
addressed.

The first moment - “recognise” - lasted 2 days with a collective guided visit
to the case study and autonomous group visits to the selected significant
spaces. The second moment - “proposed” - lasted 1 day, with the concep-
tion and proposal set on personal in situ readings and intense group debate.
The third moment - “build” - lasted 3 days, during which souvenir construc-
tion took place, culminating in a final presentation.

The IPLs main outcome was presented as a “souvenir box” inspired by An-
dré Malraux’s “Le musée imaginaire” (1952) and Mansilla + Tuiidn Archi-
tects’ “Playgrounds” (2008/2014).

Each group organised a pre-purchased cardboard box that can easily travel,

containing an ensemble of authorial Grand Tour gifts, memories, and didac-

tic lessons expressed through a postcard series, a kinetic narrative, and a

totem, employing digital and analogical tools, in accordance with FAUP’s

drawing practices. Within the UpGranT didactic framework, these souvenirs

correspond to the creation of visual reinterpretations, architectural narra-

tives and a model. The conception and elaboration of each of these compo-

nents were monitored by a team of two professors from different academic 14 15
institutions, thereby enhancing transversal contact and fostering mutual di-

dactic and cultural exchange between professors and student groups.

A final presentation of all six souvenir boxes, showcasing the various mate-
rials, closed the didactic exchange, with each student receiving a certificate
for their participation in the IPL.

On the achieved results

The approach pursued over six days was based on a didactic framework,
with a specific case study and a matrix of problems and themes, from which
students, prompted by informed in situ readings, were challenged to de-
velop an authorial interpretation, thereby enhancing their autonomy and
potential replicability. A framework set on a series of exercises designed to
structure thought, question the design options or architectural narratives
and allow for multiple responses within open cultural exchange.

Upon an overall glance at IPL, the expected outputs correspond to the achieved
results — an improvement in the participants’ perception of architectural travel
and the hypothesis of learning through travel from real spaces/buildings.

During the workshop, participants enthusiastically applied the proposed
methodology, participated in all activities, and completed the IPL main out-  Bibliography
comes within the dedicated time frame. Through the informed in situ read-  casaL RIBEIRO H., RAMOS S. (2024) -

ings and cross-functional contacts and collaborations, the majority of these i&’él‘iﬁ&?ﬁiﬁéi’ﬁ :rg?;f:ﬁgi‘i
outcomes successfully showcased original and authorial/personal ideas on  ramagazine: Research and Projects
the case study, thereby validating the proposed methodology. g; qgcgh_ll'%‘;““re and the City, 69-76,
i i L PALLINI C. (2024) - “In Itinere”.
The IPL pilot programme was reloaded by the Consortium partners in dif- FaAmMagazine: Research and Projects
ferent occasions. on Architecture and the City, 69-70,
pp. 15-31.
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Images Credits
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1-2 Souvenir boxes.

3 Courtyard souvenir box, by Davide
Santoro, Tomas Martins, Davide Renzulli,
Areti Dafnia, Ulvi Tiit.

4 cafetaria souvenir box, by Erdal
Giacomo, Parisa Etemadi, Gina Celestini
Radaelli, Kristine Zane Cible, Christina
Maria Konstantinidou, Rebeka Kollo.

5 Main lobby souvenir box, by Francesco
Ramella, Maria Gido, Giuseppe Buttazzo,
Emilija Anete Ozolina, Despoina
Athanasiou, Liina P&arn.

6 Museum souvenir box, by Giulio Crispino,
Joana Gastalho, Luciana Aloisio, Irini
Antonakaki, Loukia Kotsifou, Markus Sig.

7 Library lobby souvenir box, by william
Roat, Hugo Pereira, Mattia Criscione, Eleni
Madourou, Jaan Repnikov.

8 Technical area souvenir box, by Quentin
Pechinot, Anna Lopes, Sofia Tagliatesta,
Ioannis Soufleris, Kristiina Theresa
Kuusik, Gert Christjanson.

Partner Institutions monitored: postcard
series (visual reinterpretation) - LMA and
EKA; kinetic narratives (architectural
narrative) - FAUP and AUTh; totem (model) -
POLIMI and UNIBO.
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