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PREFACE

This project was initiated by EUCEN, the European Universities Continuing
Education Network, under the leadership and specially the vision of the future of Continuing
Education (CE) by its President Prof. Victor de Kosinsky who is the Project Co-ordinator.

Since its founding meeting in May 1991 EUCEN has grown rapidly and today, with
over 120 member universities in 20 countries it is the largest European University network
in the field of CE.

Continuing Education is an integral and essential part of the universities contribution
to European development through the provision of the Lifelong Learning process, as it is
described in the Commission’s “White Book”.

The present Thematic Network project aims to give a new wider European
dimension and target to the network activities by developing Europe-wide actions and
means of identifying and disseminating good practice.

For the first year a Scientific Committee, with experts from 20 countries, had the
task of identifying and collecting existing good practice and obstacles/problems in
consultation with all partners in their own country and to prepare a national report for the
Committee.

Based on the National Reports, the Scientific Committee Convenor, in conjunction
with all partners, prepared a European Report on the theme, which, with the National
Reports, intends to be a Working Document on European University Continuing Education.

This report is a result of a collective effort but it is worth underlining the dedicated
work of members of the Scientific Committee: Franz Reichl (A), Herman Baert (B), Helle
Otte (DK), Anders Berg-Serensen (DK), Ossi Tuomi (FIN), Michel Feutrie (F), Gernot
Graessner (D), Ernst Prokop (D), Dionysis Rigopoulos (GR), Margret Bjornsdottir (ISL), Tom
Collins (IRL), Giuseppe Ronsisvale (1), Dieter Gunz (FL), Pieter Vroegrop (NL), Toine
Andernach (NL), Olav Vaagland (N), Julian Auleytner (PL), Manuel Assungao (P), Armando
Palomar (E), Hakan Sandberg (S), Geneviéve Auroi-Jaggi (CH), Michael Osborne (UK),
Albert Kommer (D), the contributions from Andris Barblan (CRE), Inez Wijngaarde (UNIDO)
and Dominique de Garady (ERT), the help from Maria Esmeralda Almeida Teixeira (DG
XXIl) and from Elizabeth Ogden (SocraTes TAO), the co-operation from EUCEN of Edward
Thomas and of Filip Santy, the efforts from the assistants (Christian Exl, Hughes
Waroquier, Stephan Geury and especially of Stéphanie de Geeter) and above all the
leadership of Victor de Kosinsky.

The present report is an example where voluntary work is a major force in
development when properly used and all those mentioned above deserve sincere thanks
and esteem.

Alfredo Soeiro, Chair of Scientific Committee

“All Men by Nature Desire to Know”
Aristotle, Metaphysics
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