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/ EURAU NETWORK

EURAU is a network of schools and researchers in Architecture which meets
biannually in a symposium to share their investigations.

EURAU’s primary goal is to establish a debate and discussion on
contemporary discourses about Architecture, City and Environment. This is a
committed action organized by universities that contributes to the European
Strategy for the transition towards a sustainable and inclusive society.
Initiated by the French Ministry of Culture, EURAU has been active since
2004 organizing ten international conferences by different Schools of
Architecture in various European cities: Marseille (2004), Lille (2005),
Brussels-Liege-Mons [2006{3, Madrid (2008], Napoli (2010), Porto (2012),
I[stanbul %2014], Bucharest (2016), Alicante (2018], Birmingham-Staffordshire
2020-21).

The Department of Architecture and Urban Studies of the Politecnico di
Milano organises at the School of Architecture Urban Planning Construction
Engineering (AUIC], EURAU Milan 2024 “IN-PRESENCE / THE BODY AND
THE SPACE - The role of corporeity in the era of virtualization”, the eleventh
edition of the international conference, which takes place from 19 to 22 June
2024.
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/ EURAU Milan 2024

11th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

EUROPEAN RESEARCH ON ARCHITECTURE
AND URBANISM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

IN-PRESENCE /
THE BODY AND
THE SPACE

The role of corporeity in the era of virtualization

For those who deal with the city and the territory, space refers to the body
(C. Bianchetti)

The EURAU Milan 2024 Conference aims to unpack the significance of corporeality
in contemporary times and its relevance for the upcoming years. Specifically,

the focus is on the relation between body and space and how this relates to
architecture, the city and the environment, interpreted as physical facts and
processes. Within the background of a technological turn, the focus is now on what
has changed or will further change in this relationship and what, on the opposite,
remains unalterable, inherently bound to the material and impervious to the virtual.
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The palimpsest, strategies to drawing
multiples spaces to multiples
communities.

Martim Moniz, Lisbon
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Synopsis

These keywords are interconnected in the context of Martim Moniz square in Lisbon,
where interculturality and integration, specific needs of different communities, perceived
vulnerabilities and the quest for an ecumenical environment are central elements. Its urgent
understanding and addressing these needs as crucial for fostering a more inclusive and
harmonious urban environment.

Context

Portugal is heavily influenced by its proximity to the African continent and the Mediterranean
Sea serving as a gateway for Arab and Asian communities. Located at a strategically accessible
point and being a place of opportunities, Lisbon attracts large masses of migrants seeking
better living conditions. With them, different cultures and experiences arrive, like the common
issue observed in other European cities.

However, Lisbon already has a multiethnic history due to its legacy of colonization and slavery
since the 16th century, resulting in the formation of generations stemming from these historical
processes. Consequently, African communities have long existed and remained integrated into
Luso culture, stabilizing with jobs and families. In this way, it is crucial to instigate effective
integration to prevent the repetition of forced processes from the past. Subsequently, with
migratory flows to European countries, there is a growing influx of communities from Eastern
Europe, the Arabian region, and Asia, primarily. Thus, the city witnesses a multicultural
phenomenon, emphasizing the urgent need for a redefinition of urban concepts that, in their
design and use, must reflect and promote its ecumenical nature.
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Multiculturalism

In this Western and Mediterranean space, different social groups or classes “confront each
other, follow completely different patterns, and are driven by different motivations,” (Filgueiras
1985, p. 21) making their integration into the urban environment of Lisbon challenging.

These ethnic spheres, by problematizing their differences and characteristics, suggest paying
attention to the uncertainties and insecurities related to the thought and design of space when
addressing multiculturalism. The aim is to broaden the concepts and their meanings, such
as outdoor dining, conversations, or moments of rest, and, crucially, to demystify prejudices.
Prejudices automatically create a barrier, evenifitis culturally unintentional, or when architects
unconsciously make decisions in their designs, it affects the primary intention that one wants
to discuss in this approach to urban space.

Having a conscious design of the vulnerabilities of space based on demographic and
spatial analysis, along with the potential for extreme complexity and the existence of many
particularities, highlights the extensive material that design should leverage to evoke the
feeling of and in a place. Through cultural, sports, or social events, the intention to promote
socialinteraction becomes visible, so providing a unique vitality to the space and thus becoming
a more effective process of integration into urban life in the city. (Cohen 1974, p. ix-x)

Case study

Martim Moniz square is located in the center of Lisbon and is the second-largest square in the
historic city. It is recognized for undergoing constant transformations, characterizing itself as
a palimpsest (Fernandes 2023, p.7). The square is associated with different cultures, raising
questions about its identity and integration into the city of Lisbon. These cultural variations give
rise to uncontrolled prejudices, leading to the stigmatization of this square. The differences,
marked by the strong presence of numerous minorities condensed in one space, emphasize
the spatial and social distance (Gmelch, Zenner 1996, p. 495) from the other squares in the
Lisbon metropolitan area.

The urban fabric of Martim Moniz is inhabited by several generations of international
communities, mainly from India, Nepal, China, and Bangladesh. According to the Diagnostic of
the Parish Council of Santa Maria Maior, 15% of residents are foreigners, with approximately
23% in Mouraria alone, almost a quarter of the total resident population, considering a density
of 11,350 inhabitants/km2. [1]

Currently, the square is an attractive and culturally rich point in Lisbon due to its multicultural
offerings in gastronomy and shoppings. However, it is in a state of fragility due to disbelief,
lack of maintenance, homelessness, and depopulation, which encourage crime and minor
offenses such as drug trafficking or smuggling. This degraded state is reflected in insecurity
and inaccessibility. Thus, a public competition was launched by the Lisbon City Council in 2023
for the redevelopment of the square and its surroundings to address the needs felt by the
people who use the space today and eliminate the previously mentioned situations.

In preparation for the competition, the participatory process involved a set of public participation
methods for users, residents, and workers in the surrounding area of Martim Moniz, with the
aim of understanding the relationship of Lisbon’s residents with the square and gathering
as many ideas as possible for its redevelopment. This process was organized in a divergent
manner, involving associations, organizations, and entities that had interactions with the
square, aiming to interpret the needs felt by closer sources, the main users. All the information
collected is relevant to understand, from a sensitive perspective, the best possible solutions for
each cultural sphere specifically and, thus, contributes to a more solid and intuitively accepted
design by the population.

Concepts discussion and (their] challenges

The discussion revolves around questioning the deconstruction or reformulation (Riaz 2013,
p. 310) of the concept aimed at representing the redesign of public space, with the primary
rule being ecumenicity. It explores methodologies that may be more suitable for a better
approach to communities, seeking to understand which tools should be chosen based on a
particular culture. The association of a design that represents the primal needs of each ethno-
cultural group also raises the question of "how?" Thus, the discussion suggests considering
whether the design can find similar hypotheses through parts or common activities, leading to
a proposed intervention that addresses the needs of each group and, fundamentally, ensures
that none is segregated due to incompatibility.

Itis also important to emphasize the purpose of making visible their humans rights, especially
if a large part of immigrants is illegal. These individuals or communities effectively occupy
urban daily life in various ways, impacting the quality of services, commerce, and dining. These
positive aspects are strongly evident and prompt reconsideration of areas for improvement.
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Observing the diversity of cultures and the qualities each ethnicity brings contributes to the
sustainable and progressive development of the city. It serves as an incentive and fosters
a clearer and more visible understanding, showcasing a different way of living and current
exterior activities. It is simply a valid and valuable perspective.

This study theorizes about the definition of the ecumenical space, building on the needs of
these communities and the sense of living in the outdoor spaces of their home countries. The
aim is to approach a design that is ecumenical and feasible. The theme of multiculturalism
awakens a special social dimension that should not be a force of resistance but rather a driver
of development and productive transformation at both the local and urban scales, as well as
internationally. This diversity presupposes the existence of sensitive and available spaces for
very distinct social appropriations.

All this material and immaterial wealth implies extreme complexity and many particularities
in the way of inhabiting, which, in turn, relate dichotomically to the sharing of the same space,
resulting in daily challenges. Depending on the variability of tolerance within each culture,
space is always conditioned. Given this, this place, the subject of conflict and deep divergence,
is waiting for answers, which can be ambiguous, as a space intended for everyone may become
a space for no one.

The goal is to understand how public space intrinsically relates to the various modes of
occupation, despite preventing areas of social conflict and resistance. Therefore, the aim is to
reaffirm a public space that brings the city and residents, as well as future generations, closer
together. In this way, this abstract suggests several strategies can be taken for a more effective
intervention, through a more realistic and reliable perspective, with the possibility of finding at
least a utopian solution, heterotopic places.

ENDNOTES

[1] Socio-demographic data related to the selected area for the contest proposals, in Terms of Reference:
Annex LIl - Characterization.
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FIGURES

Fig. 1 - Author 1, Martim Moniz in 1908, 2022 and 2023, collage, 14,82 cm x 20,99 cm, Martim Moniz
Square, Lisbon

Fig. 2 - Aerial photograph of Martim Moniz Square in 1908. Retrieved January, 15, 2024

from https://arquivomunicipal3.cm-Llisboa.pt/xarqgdigitalizacaocontent/PaginaDocumento.
aspx?DocumentolD=338052&AplicacaolD=1&Pagina=1&Linha=1&Coluna=1

Panoramic view of the square and the city of Lisbon; Retrieved May, 8, 2023 in Annex VIII: Photographic
survey for the public tender for the redevelopment of the square from https://encomenda.oasrs.org/
concursos/detalhe/oBVUE1/requalificacao-da-praca-do-martim-moniz-lisboa

Fig. 3 - Photograph of a religious celebration in the square, author unknown. Retrieved January, 10, 2024
from https://bloguedominho.blogs.sapo.pt/muculmanos-em-portugal-celebram-a-festa-6290801
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