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/ EURAU NETWORK

EURAU is a network of schools and researchers in Architecture which meets 
biannually in a symposium to share their investigations. 
EURAU’s primary goal is to establish a debate and discussion on 
contemporary discourses about Architecture, City and Environment. This is a 
committed action organized by universities that contributes to the European 
Strategy for the transition towards a sustainable and inclusive society. 
Initiated by the French Ministry of Culture, EURAU has been active since 
2004 organizing ten international conferences by different Schools of 
Architecture in various European cities: Marseille (2004), Lille (2005), 
Brussels-Liège-Mons (2006), Madrid (2008), Napoli (2010), Porto (2012), 
Istanbul (2014), Bucharest (2016), Alicante (2018), Birmingham-Staffordshire 
(2020-21). 
 
The Department of Architecture and Urban Studies of the Politecnico di 
Milano organises at the School of Architecture Urban Planning Construction 
Engineering (AUIC), EURAU Milan 2024 “IN-PRESENCE / THE BODY AND 
THE SPACE - The role of corporeity in the era of virtualization”, the eleventh 
edition of the international conference, which takes place from 19 to 22 June 
2024. 



For those who deal with the city and the territory, space refers to the body 
							       (C. Bianchetti) 
 
 
The EURAU Milan 2024 Conference aims to unpack the significance of corporeality 
in contemporary times and its relevance for the upcoming years. Specifically, 
the focus is on the relation between body and space and how this relates to 
architecture, the city and the environment, interpreted as physical facts and 
processes. Within the background of a technological turn, the focus is now on what 
has changed or will further change in this relationship and what, on the opposite, 
remains unalterable, inherently bound to the material and impervious to the virtual. 
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Architecture  at the core of public housing
The design competition for affordable housing and urban regeneration in Lordelo do Ouro (Porto, 
Portugal) [1], sets the ground for reflection over the issues concerning public-commissioned 
housing settlements as articulators of urban and social (dis)continuities, centering the 
discourse in the relationships between vulnerable bodies and vulnerable places, and the social 
responsibility of designers at the forefront of care.
The ongoing discussion concerning public housing deals with calls for regeneration and further 
densification as key-interventions to consolidate and ‘stitch’ together the vast and detached 
settlements with the surrounding urban tissue. Our research features the city of Porto, in 
which a considerable amount of the large public housing settlements have partially preserved 
their peripheral condition, while being assimilated by the surrounding urban tissue despite 
never experiencing effective integration within their social and physical context.
The call for proposals is carried out in the area encompassing the already inhabited Pinheiro 
Torres and Lordelo public housing settlements. The Competition’s Preliminary Program – in 
written terms - and Reference Solution – a guiding masterplan – ascertain the construction 
of ca. three hundred new housing units within five new housing blocks – including two high-
rise and three high-density horizontal blocks - framed by the city’s Director Plan, defining 
the area as one of “detached buildings, where collective housing prevails” [CMP 2020, p. 7]. 
Furthermore, the plan defines the restructuring of roads, the unearthing of Ribeira da Granja 
water canal, and including a call for landscape and urban design projects for the public areas 
among new and existing blocks.

Contextualizing vulnerability
After contextualizing and carefully analyzing the competition’s terms, we question, however, 
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wether these generic recommendations suffice to ascertain the interventions would be 
provided with the desirable quality of a prosperous neighbourhood.
Furthermore, we question the adequacy of both terms and reference solution while intervening 
in apparently detached territories, without further enhancing urban discrepancies and 
vulnerabilities, and leading a comprehensive approach towards successful urban re-integration.
We pose these interrogations while simultaneously observing the site encompassing Pinheiro 
Torres and Lordelo public housing blocks, appearing as testimony of the Municipality’s inability 
to successfully manage and care for public space and built environment, effectively extending 
to the bodies inhabiting the space – despite the place’s inextricable qualities, its peripheral 
condition, difficult spatial integration and the stigma associated with public housing have 
become key-factors to perpetuate several forms of vulnerabilities.    
We proceed to re-define the approach to a design competition for public housing: our aim is not 
to produce any solutions to the rather contentious guiding terms adopted by the Municipality 
of Porto, but alternatively propose a solid base to ground possible interventions – addressing 
desirable qualities of spaces for living, overcoming the generic and neutral user and, finally, 
overcoming the difficult integration and social-urban stigmatization associated with public 
housing in Porto.

Research-by-drawing
Grounded on the affirmation that space is not neutral, we start by addressing the inhabited 
neighbourhoods of Lordelo and Pinheiro Torres within their wider urban context and then at 
the intermediate scale, while undertaking an exercise of ideographic description [Viganò 2010], 
confronting the lines of (architectural) design with the lines of (human) desire. The research-
by-drawing modus operandi [2] produces a base for prospective futures, gradually revealing 
the place’s potential and frailties, its pre-existing urban structure, drawing our interest for 
“everything that, until then, has provided a place for shelter and reunion, and has been able to 
seduce” its inhabitants [Lacaton, Vassal, Druot 2016, p.100].
On a wider scale, we realize that in a short period of 70 years, this previously industrial and 
agricultural periphery has experienced swift densification, particularly intensified by large 
public housing settlements spreading across Lordelo do Ouro and Foz parishes, and preserving 
one of the inner city’s most important natural structures. However, other important urban 
and living functions failed to keep up with such rapid growth, relegating the place to a mono-
functional, peri-urban and poorly connected grand-ensemble. [3]
When we zoom into an intermediate scale and to the space-between-buildings [Gehl 2011], 
we identify spaces of congregation and places for shelter, namely the chapel or the small 
groceries shop/caffee at the neighbourhood’s core, as well as a series of unbalanced situations 
– such as the inappropriate use of public space for parking, or the lack of compromise between 
the built environment, the public space and the way people are using it everyday: there have 
been transformations and diversity in living habits which both buildings and public space have 
not been able to respond to.
Additionally, the inevitable association between public housing and social and intersectional 
vulnerabilities effectively meant the contextualization of vulnerable bodies in Lordelo do Ouro 
- (perhaps reproducing one another?) - resulting in stigmatization of both inhabitants and 
neighbourhood.  
We argue that the corpus of material information we gathered, both on the place’s inextricable 
potential and vulnerabilities, but also on the ways bodies participate, appropriate and modify 
the place they inhabit, should ground the terms for a design competition – or, in broader terms, 
any type of intervention - aiming to act in public space and, particularly, when it comes to (re)
designing and (re)defining a housing settlement, minding every aspect such program entails, 
and re-directing the disciplinary discourse to undertake the responsibility to care for vulnerable 
people and places.

Project strategy
Therefore, we question the adequacy of a standard Preliminary Program and Reference Solution, 
exclusively based on generic principles for urban composition and quantitative parameters. 
Alternatively, we propose a strategy addressing the construction of additional housing units 
and the effective (re)definition of shared places, allowing space for new communal practices to 
flourish and reproduce.
Thus, our strategy is based on the idea of balanced densification [4], a proposal for urban 
addition grounded on the following principles:
Short-term:
• Redefining streets and paths: addressing both vehicles and pedestrian flows, and liberating 
space from inappropriate use [poor car parking...];
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• Clarifying space-between-buildings:  effectively shaping and giving defintion to space through 
new constructions (housing units); avoiding leftover and “multi-purpose” spaces; attributing 
functions and levels of use to space;
• Reorganizing densification:  suggesting the association of smaller neighbouring units within 
the wider neighbourhood, congregating present and future inhabitants, by creating new spaces 
for reunion (communal studies, shared laundries, plots for communal gardening and farming) 
both in new buildings and in recently liberated space-between-buildings;
Long-term:
• Readdressing existing built environment: promoting effective improvement and updated 
quality living standards for pre-existing buildings;
• Permanent reassessment of public realm: an on-going process of constant adaptation of 
spaces according to ever-changing paradigms (What to do with leftover parking space in a 
potentially less car-centered future neighbourhood?)
Nevertheless, we stress the importance that these principles imply a drawn solution, and the 
articulation of both should allow proposals to overcome quantitative parameters and generic 
guidelines.

The added value of a body-centered approach
In essence, we believe our proposal to be a body centered approach, where the research-by-
drawing method reflecting the blueprint of bodies in space, together with the definition of a 
process strategy for public housing, should be able to respond and overcome the cycles of 
reproduction of social-spatial vulnerabilities: we argue that the arrival of new people and the 
addition of new construction to the existing ecosystem should be regarded as an opportunity to 
effectively promote places for togetherness. The clear definition of spaces for shared practices, 
expectant of new meanings, promoting a sense of affection and responsibility towards 
neighbours and neighborhood, justifies the added value in this approach.     

ENDNOTES

[1] Firstly announced in april 2020.
[2] The research-by-drawing modus operandi was grounded on several visits to the place and resulting 
photographic / drawing reports, cartographic material, blueprints, and photographic reports produced 
over the years, compiling numerous layers of material information.
[3] Despite the fact this grand-ensemble was slowly absorbed by the continuous mass of urban tissue, it 
still stands as an island, disconnected from network accesses, excluded from public policies for mobility 
[Coentrão, 2021] and lacking complementary functions to support life in a prosperous neighbourhood.
[4] “To thoroughly densify, amplifying the existing and not wasting area, implies a strategy of addition 
and juxtaposition, bringing [people, interventions] closer in a case-by-case approach, to congregate, to 
enhance, to bring added value.”  In Lacaton, et Al. 2016, p.102. Author’s translation.
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