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Frederick Kiesler criticizes the way his antecessors and contemporaneous think and produce architecture 

based on functionalist foundations. He also presents himself critical before the mercantile system that incites 

the dependency of the object in the act of inhabiting, and its parallel functional specification of each domestic 

space. Kiesler opposes himself to the standardization of life and to the similarity between inhabitants that it 

causes. To this artist-architect, the differences between the individual lives should create the tensions that 

keep inhabitants tied to each other.   

His Endless house project can be read as contradictory: in one hand, we identify certain nostalgia from the 

past ways of constructing the house and, in the other hand, we observe a strong belief in technology as a 

potential way of searching a foundational and essential new domestic dwelling. Kiesler conceives the house 

as a complement of the body. The origin of the Endless house can be identified with the cave’s inhabiting of 

the early humans or with the experience of the intrauterine space, related to the beginning of the human life. 

In both assertions, the house is faced as a refuge, as a space of conception and protection or as a carapace 

that protects the sensible body. Other hypothesis is that the Endless house could be a house without one end, 

which means, without function. The re-invention of the cave could arise from a questioning of the functionalist 

conception of the house. By naming this dwelling project Endless house, Kiesler is not only referring to its 

physical dimensions as he is also alluding to the essential and existential possibility inherent to the domestic 

dwelling.       

 

Kiesler in front of a model of Endless House (1959), photo Hans Namuth 


