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Introduction

The man of the future, who is being born everywhere, will unite the city and the 
countryside.

Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (Saldanha, 2010)

Purpose

Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (1922–2020) was someone we were used to seeing as a 
giant of Landscape Architecture and ecology in Portugal. Based on the collection 
of facts on his life and work, and on the analysis of memories published at the final 
moment of his life, this chapter is a contribution to the history of Landscape Archi-
tecture and ecology in Portugal.

Methodology

For this work, a sample of 140 written news and opinion texts was considered 
(Table 2.1). It was obtained using a “Google” generic search engine. The search 
was carried out by combining name and date of death. All texts published from 
11th to 26th November 2020 were considered. The analysis focused on identi-
fying words or groups of words used to characterize Ribeiro Telles and how he 
was remembered. The specific concepts were serialized and integrated into broader 
components.

Concurrently, a graphic representation was built in the form of a biographi-
cal tree to identify the most important works and moments in his life. This tree 
contains references to Francisco Caldeira Cabral (1908–1992), the founder of 
Portuguese Landscape Architecture, as well as to his first disciples, who together 
with Ribeiro Telles constituted the first generation of Portuguese landscape archi-
tects. The tree also includes relevant facts for the disciplinary area of landscape 
architecture.
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11.01 Coentrão, Abel; Salema, I. (2020) Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, o cultivador de utopias. 
Público. https://www.publico.pt/2020/11/11/culturaipsilon/noticia/goncalo-ribeiro- 
telles-19222020-cultivador-utopias-1938817

11.02 Fotogaleria. Da Gulbenkian à Mata dos Medos: imagens da paisagem que Gonçalo 
Ribeiro Telles mudou (2020) Público. https://www.publico.pt/2020/05/25/
culturaipsilon/fotogaleria/obras-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-401342

11.03 Ralha, L. (2020) Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, pioneiro do ecologismo na política 
portuguesa. Jornal Económico. https://jornaleconomico.sapo.pt/noticias/__trashed- 
97-592632

11.04 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles aos 98 anos (2020) Jornal 
de Notícias. https://www.jn.pt/nacional/morreu-o-arquitecto-paisagista-goncalo-
ribeiro-telles-13024960.html

11.05 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) SIC Notícias. https://sicnoticias.pt/
pais/2020-11-11-Morreu-Goncalo-Ribeiro-Telles

11.06 Morreu o arquiteto Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles aos 98 anos (2020) Expresso. https://
expresso.pt/politica/2020-11-11-Morreu-o-arquiteto-Goncalo-Ribeiro-Telles- 
aos-98-anos

11.07 Barreto, D. (2020) Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. Sábado. 
https://www.sabado.pt/vida/detalhe/morreu-o-arquiteto-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.08 Rosa, V. (2020) Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, o arquiteto paisagista 
com “um dom especial.” Observador. https://observador.pt/especiais/
morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-o-arquiteto-paisagista-com-um-dom-especial/

11.09 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) PTJornal. https://ptjornal.com/morreu- 
goncalo-ribeiro-telles-535108

11.10 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista e político Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Agroportal. 
https://www.agroportal.pt/morreu-o-arquiteto-paisagista-e-politico-goncalo-ribeiro- 
telles/

11.11 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. Tinha 98 anos (2020) Sapo. 
https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/morreu-o-arquitecto-paisagista-goncalo- 
ribeiro-telles

11.12 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Correio da Manhã. 
https://www.cmjornal.pt/politica/detalhe/morreu-o-arquiteto-paisagista-goncalo- 
ribeiro-telles-avanca-o-publico

11.13 Gonçalves, P. Z. (2020) Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. CM-
TV. https://www.cm-tv.pt/atualidade/detalhe/20201111-1703-morreu-o-arquiteto-
paisagista-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-avanca-o-publico

11.14 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles aos 98 anos (2020) Porto 
Canal. http://portocanal.sapo.pt/noticia/243108/

11.15 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Jornal de Negócios. 
https://www.jornaldenegocios.pt/economia/detalhe/morreu-o-arquiteto-paisagista- 
goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.16 Morreu o arquitecto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) JM-Madeira. https://
www.jm-madeira.pt/nacional/ver/109648/Morreu_o_arquitecto_paisagista_ 
Goncalo_Ribeiro_Telles
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11.17 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) BIG Banco 
de Investimento Global. https://www.big.pt/InformacaoMercados/Noticias/
Index/253266

11.18 Tomé, J. (2020) Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles aos 98 anos. 
Dinheiro Vivo. https://www.dinheirovivo.pt/geral/morreu-o-arquiteto-paisagista-
goncalo-ribeiro-telles-aos-98-anos-13025047.html

11.19 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles aos 98 anos (2020) Visão. 
https://visao.sapo.pt/atualidade/sociedade/2020-11-11-morreu-o-arquiteto-
paisagista-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-aos-98-anos/

11.20 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Record. https://www.record.pt/fora-de- 
campo/detalhe/morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.21 Morreu o arquitecto Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Notícias do Sorraia. https://
noticiasdosorraia.pt/morreu-o-arquitecto-goncalo-ribeiro-telles/

11.22 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, arquiteto paisagista e figura da ecologia (2020) 
TSF. https://www.tsf.pt/portugal/sociedade/morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-arquiteto-
paisagista-e-figura-da-ecologia-13025008.html

11.23 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Bancada. https://bancada.pt/artigos/fora-da- 
bancada/morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.24 Governo decreta um dia de luto nacional na quinta-feira pela morte de Gonçalo 
Ribeiro Telles (2020) Sapo. https://24.sapo.pt/atualidade/artigos/governo-decreta-
um-dia-de-luto-nacional-na-quinta-feira-pela-morte-de-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.25 Ribeiro Telles: Governo decreta um dia de luto nacional na quinta-feira (2020) 
Visão. https://visao.sapo.pt/atualidade/politica/2020-11-11-obito-ribeiro-telles-
governo-decreta-um-dia-de-luto-nacional-na-quinta-feira/

11.26 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. A vida em imagens (2020) Público. https://www.publico.
pt/2020/11/11/fotogaleria/goncalo-ribeiro-telles-403511

11.27 O arquiteto paisagista que pensou as cidades para as pessoas (2020) Destak. http://
www.destak.pt/artigo/456610-o-arquiteto-paisagista-que-pensou-as-cidades-para-
as-pessoas?switcher=desktop

11.28 Morreu o arquitecto Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Funchal Notícias. https://
funchalnoticias.net/2020/11/11/morreu-o-arquitecto-goncalo-ribeiro-telles/

11.29 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Touroe Ouro. http://www.touroeouro.com/
article/view/21975/morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.30 Coruche na obra do arquitecto Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Notícias do Sorraia. 
https://noticiasdosorraia.pt/coruche-na-obra-do-arquitecto-goncalo-ribeiro-telles/

11.31 Ministro, P. (2020) Dia de Luto Nacional em homenagem a Gonçalo Ribeiro 
Telles. Primeiro Ministro. https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc22/comunicacao/
comunicado?i=dia-de-luto-nacional-em-homenagem-ao-professor-goncalo-ribeiro-
telles

11.32 Ambiente e Ação Climática, M. do (2020) Ministro do Ambiente e da Ação Climática 
manifesta pesar pelo falecimento do Arquiteto Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. Ministro do 
Ambiente e da Ação Climática. https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc22/comunicacao/
comunicado?i=ministro-do-ambiente-e-da-acao-climatica-manifesta-pesar-pelo-
falecimento-do-arquiteto-goncalo-ribeiro-telles
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11.33 Um dia de luto nacional e um parque: as reacções à morte de Gonçalo Ribeiro  
Telles (2020) Público. https://www.publico.pt/2020/11/11/culturaipsilon/noticia/
governo-decreta-dia-luto-nacional-goncalo-ribeiro-telles-perda-inestimavel- 
1938836

11.34 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: o arquiteto paisagista que pensou as cidades para as 
pessoas (2020) TSF. https://www.tsf.pt/portugal/sociedade/goncalo-ribeiro-telles-o-
arquiteto-paisagista-que-pensou-as-cidades-para-as-pessoas-13025270.html

11.35 Cultura, M. da (2020). Ministra da Cultura lamenta morte de Gonçalo Ribeiro 
Telles. Ministra da Cultura. https://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/gc22/comunicacao/
comunicado?i=ministra-da-cultura-lamenta-morte-de-goncalo-ribeiro-telles

11.36 Ribeiro, Luís; Carvalho, J. C. (2020) Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, o guerreiro incansável. 
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telles-o-guerreiro-incansavel/
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(2020) Observador. https://observador.pt/2020/11/11/um-homem-a-frente-do-seu- 
tempo-as-reacoes-a-morte-de-goncalo-ribeiro-telles/

11.38 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) Esquerda. https://www.esquerda.net/artigo/
morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-telles/71205

11.39 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles. Um visionário que deixa um valioso legado, segundo 
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campaign=HSCampaign
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11.42 Soromenho, A. (2020) “Se podemos ser um exemplo, sem andar a chatear ninguém, 
ótimo”: Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles 1922-2020. Expresso. https://expresso.pt/arquivos-
expresso/2020-11-11-Se-podemos-ser-um-exemplo-sem-andar-a-chatear-ninguem-
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11.43 Gomes, G. D. (2020) Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles ou a ousadia de sonhar. Sul Informação. 
https://www.sulinformacao.pt/2020/11/goncalo-ribeiro-telles-ou-a-ousadia-de-sonhar/?f
bclid=IwAR04hhomKCw09XPq0VK1p13_XllHhptU7iE1c5yFP6XbX7XLd5FHtGv3
hig&platform=hootsuite&utm_campaign=HSCampaign

11.44 Morreu o arquiteto paisagista Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles (2020) TV Europa. https://
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11.45 Morreu Gonçalo Ribeiro Teles (2020) Sintra Notícias. https://sintranoticias.
pt/2020/11/11/morreu-goncalo-ribeiro-teles/

11.46 Salema, I. (2020) Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, o arquitecto que levou a paisagem para 
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Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles

When considering landscape architecture and ecology in Portugal, we always meet 
Ribeiro Telles. Most of his biography is public and widely known. Certainly, there 
are many aspects that deserve to be examined and shown in more detail. However, 
here we will focus only on facts of his life and work recognized as relevant.

Ribeiro Telles was born on 25th May  1922. He grew up between Lisbon 
and Coruche. These two worlds’ experiences made him sensitive to the impor-
tance of respecting nature and the need for a connection between the city and 
countryside.

He graduated in Agronomic Engineering and completed the ‘Curso Livre’ of 
Landscape Architecture (1952) from the Technical University of Lisbon (Higher 
Institute of Agronomy–ISA), among those who would come to be known as the 
first generation of landscape architects in Portugal. ‘Curso Livre’ was the initiative 
of Cabral to introduce the study of Landscape Architecture at the university level, 
in 1941, as an experimental course, and a year later as complimentary education to 
agronomy or forestry.

His career spanned over six decades, as a designer, a teacher (ISA and Univer-
sity of Évora) and in public administration (Lisbon City Council and Fundo de 
Fomento da Habitação). He also served as a member of several governments of 
Portugal. The promotion of Landscape Architecture has always been one of the 
main objectives of his career. He was a key figure in the development of Landscape 
Architecture training in Portugal. He taught in the first course at ISA and was the 
founder of the degree in landscape architecture at the University of Évora, where 
he was also professor.

The biographical tree representation

The biographical tree presented in Figure 2.1 is a graphic representation of Ribeiro 
Telles’ life and work, including some facts of the context in which he progressed. 
It helps to find, in an easy way, relations between his life and the field of landscape 
architecture.

On the right side of the tree, facts and works from Ribeiro Telles’ life are pre-
sented; on the left side, the events are related to the scope of Landscape Archi-
tecture in Portugal. The two horizontal bars at the bottom of the graph represent 
the two world wars. The first associations of landscape architects were created 
in the United States of America and in Germany before the First World War. The 
beginning of the Second World War coincided with Cabral’s return to Lisbon from 
Berlin, where he graduated in Landscape Architecture. In 1940, Cabral began 
teaching at the ISA. The following year he laid the foundations for the ‘Curso 
Livre’ of Landscape Architecture. Ribeiro Telles completed his academic training 
with this course. In the centre, perpendicular and crossing the wars’ lines, we have 
the lifelines. The first one on the right corresponds to Ribeiro Telles. To the imme-
diate left is Cabral’s lifeline. There are lifelines to each one of the first generation 
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Figure 2.1 � Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles biographical tree and Landscape Architecture context.
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List of abbreviations and acronyms for Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles biographical tree.

Figure 2.1  (Continued)
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landscape architects: Manuel Azevedo Coutinho, Edgar Sampaio Fontes, António 
Viana Barreto, António Roquete Campelo, Manuel de Sousa da Câmara, Álvaro 
Ponce Dentinho and Ilídio Alves de Araújo. The years when each completed the 
course are highlighted. Two floods that had a devastating impact in Lisbon (1967 
and 1983) have also been identified, as well as the 25th of April 1974 (“The Car-
nation Revolution”). Following these events, Ribeiro Telles had relevant public 
interventions.

The 1974 Revolution brought him to the forefront of the country’s political life: 
in 1975, as secretary of state for the environment and from 1981 to 1983, as state 
minister and quality of life minister. He then established the legal foundations for 
the current framework laws on nature conservation, spatial planning and environ-
mental quality. This legislative regulation made Portugal a pioneer country that 
would come to influence others in these matters. It is important to note, on the left 
side of the tree, the references to the publication of the seminal legal diplomas of 
the Land-planning Policy: the National Agricultural Reserve (RAN), the National 
Ecological Reserve (REN) and the Protected Areas Network. In 1976, the Portu-
guese Association of Landscape Architects (APAP) was created. In all these initia-
tives, Ribeiro Telles was actively involved.

In the following decade, as a Lisbon City councillor, he fought for the protec-
tion and enhancement of the city’s ecological structure. His action led to the 1994 
approval of the Lisbon Green Plan, embedded in the Municipal Master Plan.

Alongside the central trunk, the darker bars represent the landscape architec-
ture courses at ISA and UÉ. Having been a student and lecturer at the former, 
Ribeiro Telles was a founder of the latter. In Évora, he was a professor until his 
1992 retirement. The UÉ awarded him an honorary doctorate. In Portugal, these 
were the first higher education courses in Landscape Architecture. Currently, the 
universities of Porto, Algarve and Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro also provide this 
degree.

As another reading example, in 2020, Lisbon was the European Green Capital 
(Figure 2.2). This coincidence may be considered as a corollary of Ribeiro Telles’ 
lifetime work.

It is also noted that in 2013, the International Federation of Landscape Archi-
tects (IFLA) conferred him the Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award, the highest interna-
tional distinction to a landscape architect.

A few years earlier, in 1999, the second edition of the book “The Tree” was 
published, under the title “The Tree in Portugal”. The first edition, in 1960, resulted 
from the work of Cabral and Ribeiro Telles (Table 2.2).

His most famous project, the gardens of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, 
which became a reference in Lisbon, was designed in 1962–1963 with Viana Bar-
reto. In 1975, this work was awarded the Valmor Prize, the most prestigious archi-
tecture prize in Lisbon, awarded since 1902.

From this biographical tree, it is possible to make other readings, as well as filter 
or add facts. It may be included, for example, the “Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles Award 
for Environment and Landscape”, first granted in 2020.
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Figure 2.2  For a reading: extract from Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles’ biographical tree.



Table 2.2  Publications by Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles, with his involvement or about him.

 Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or n.º p.
ISBN

1. GRT_Author        
 Cabral, F. C.; 1960 A Árvore: o seu valor na Lisboa Centro de Est. de    

Telles, G. R. paisagem urbana e rural, a sua Urbanismo
cultura, a poda

 Telles, G. P. 1964 Um caso concreto de ordenamento Lisboa  Sep. Agros  45  
R.; paisagístico
Fontes, E. 
S. F.;
Campelo, A. 
J. S. R. de

 Telles, G. R. 1969 A Evolução dos Espaços Verdes Lisboa  Arquitectura 108 44–51
(col.) de Lisboa

 Telles, G. R. 1971 Convergência monárquica: 1.º Lisboa     
(org.) ano de acção

 Telles, G. R. 1973 Burle Marx: arquitecto paisagista Lisboa Fundação Calouste Colóquio/Artes   
Gulbenkian

 Telles, G. R. 1975 Da formação do solo à Lisboa Seara Nova Uns comem os figos  55–150
socialização da paisagem

 Telles, G. R. 1976 Reforma agrária: o homem e a Lisboa PPM    
terra

 Telles, G. R. 1980 Administração pública e Lisboa Inst. Democracia e Sep. Democracia e  13  
ordenamento territorial Liberdade Liberdade

 Telles, G. R. 1981 Região, desenvolvimento e Lisboa Inst. Democracia Sep. Democracia e  19  
ordenamento do território e Liberdade-Inst. Liberdade

Amaro da Costa

G
onçalo Ribeiro T

 Telles, G. R. 1985 Para além da Revolução Lisboa Edições Salamandra    elles

(Continued)  
45
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(Continued)

  Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or 
ISBN

n.º p.

  Telles, G. R. 1987 Lisboa: entre o passado e o futuro Lisboa Universidade Nova de Lisboa—Faculdade 
de Ciências e Tecnologia

   

  Telles, G. R. 1992 Cinquenta anos de Ensino da Arquitectura 
Paisagista do Instituto Superior de Agronomia 
1942–1992

  Agros: Revista 
Ass. Estud. ISA 
(AEISA)

74: 1 42–44

  Telles, G. R. 1994 Paisagem Global, um Conceito 
para o Futuro

    Iniciativa Espec. 28–33

  Telles, G. R. 1995 A propósito do início da política 
de ambiente em Portugal

    Revista das 
Autarquias

2 73–80

  Telles, G. R. 1996 Um novo conceito de cidade: a 
paisagem global

Matosinhos Contemporânea Editora; Câmara 
Municipal de Matosinhos

   

  Telles, G. R.;
Pessoa, F. S.

1996  Portugal, paisagens e espaços 
naturais

Alfragide  Clube Internacional 
do Livro

ISBN: 9729700303     

  Telles, G. R. 
(coor.)

1997 Plano verde de Lisboa. 
Componente do Plano Director 
Municipal de Lisboa

Lisboa Edições Colibri      

  Cabral, F. C.;
Telles, G. R.

1999 A árvore em Portugal Lisboa Assírio & Alvim ISBN: 
9789728288747

   

  Telles, G. R.;
Bacalhau, D. 
(conceção)

2003  Já pensaste na paisagem? Évora Museu de Évora ISBN:
9789723705386

   

  Cabral, F. C.;
Telles, G. R.

2005  A árvore em Portugal Lisboa Assírio & Alvim  2.ª ed.    

  Fernandes, J. 
M. (coor.)

2005 Património arquitectónico 
moderno: do contexto 
internacional ao concelho de 
Oeiras

Oeiras Câmara Municpal 
de Oeiras

     

Table 2.2  (Continued)
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(Continued)

  Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or 
ISBN

n.º p.

  Telles, G. R. 2009 [Francisco Caldeira Cabral] Lisboa Bertrand Editora Memórias do mestre 
no centenário do seu 
nascimento: Francisco 
Caldeira Cabral

14–16

  Telles, G. R. 2012 Desenvolver o país Lisboa Bertrand Editora Plano C: o combate 
da cidadania.

   

  Telles, G. R.;
Pessoa, F. S. 
(seleção)

2016 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: textos 
escolhidos

Lisboa  Argumentum ISBN: 
9789728479985 

   

  Telles, G. R. 2017 Por que sou monárquico Lisboa Real Associação de 
Lisboa

ISBN:
9789896916473

   

                 
2. GRT_Foreword |Posface|Thesis or Dissertation Orientation      
foreword Simonet, D. 1983 O que é a ecologia? Lisboa Notícias Biblioteca de 

conhecimentos 
básicos

1  

presentation Martins, F. E. 
de O.

1991 Arquitectura popular do Ramo 
Grande: uma arquitectura entre 
dois terramotos (1841–1980)

Praia da 
Vitória

Câmara Municipal da Praia da Vitória    

foreword Eloy, A. 1992 Planetas vivos são difíceis de 
encontrar: defendendo a vida na 
Terra

Lisboa Amigos da Terra      

foreword Cabral, F. C. 1993 Fundamentos da arquitectura 
paisagista

Lisboa Inst. Conservação 
da Natureza

     

orientation Carapinha, A. 
da C. P.

1995 Da essência do jardim português Évora        

orientation Pacheco, P. 
de A.

2001 Estação de Barca de Alva 
[Texto policopiado]: memória e 
renascimento

Lisboa        

Table 2.2  (Continued)
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  Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or 
ISBN

n.º p.

foreword Barata, F.T. 2002 Peservando a memória do 
território: o Parque Cultural 
Tourega-Valverde = Peserving the 
Land’s Memories: The Tourega-
Valverde Park

Évora CEEM-Univ Cadernos do Centro Est. Ecossistemas 
Mediterrânicos

orientation Branco, O. R. 2004 Subjectividades construídas pelos 
habitantes tradicionais e nobilita-
dores do Bairro de Alfama [Texto 
policopiado]: para uma teoria 
ecológica do self

Évora        

foreword Saraiva, A. M. 
de P.

2005 Princípios de arquitectura 
paisagista e de planeamento do 
território

Mirandela João Azevedo      

orientation Silva, M. L. 
P. da

2005 A Ribeira Grande em Monforte, 
Fronteira e Avis [Texto polico-
piado]: bases para uma proposta 
metodológica de recuperação e 
valorização da paisagem

Évora        

posface Henriques, 
M. C.

2006 Dom Duarte e a democracia: uma 
biografia portuguesa

Lisboa Bertrand      

orientation Matos, I. N. 
de

2006 Convento de Santa Cruz de Sintra 
[Texto policopiado]: bases para 
uma proposta metodológica 
de recuperação, manutenção e 
valorização

Évora        

orientation Querido, C. 
J. V.

2006 As estradas e o seu património 
[Texto policopiado]: estudo 
de uma abordagem para a sua 
revitalização

Évora        

(Continued)
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(Continued)

  Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or 
ISBN

n.º p.

foreword Mendonça, N. 
J. de N.

2006 Rio Côa: a arte da água e da 
pedra

Évora Casa do Sul. Centro de História da Arte da 
Universidade de Évora

   

foreword Saraiva, A. M. 
de P.

2007 Princípios de arquitectura 
paisagista e de planeamento do 
território 2.ª ed

Mirandela João Azevedo      

posface Henriques, 
M. C.

2007 Dom Duarte e a democracia: uma 
biografia portuguesa 2.ª ed.

Lisboa Bertrand      

foreword Rodrigues, 
L. F.

2011 Manual de crimes urbanísticos: 
exemplos práticos para 
compreender os negócios 
insustentáveis da especulação 
imobiliária

Lisboa Guerra e Paz      

foreword Loução, P. A. 
et. al.

2013 A magia das Aldeias de Montanha Lisboa Ésquilo      

foreword Rodrigues, 
L. F.

2017 Manual de crimes urbanísticos: 
exemplos práticos para 
compreender os negócios 
insustentáveis da especulação 
imobiliária 2.ª ed. rev. e aument.

Lisboa Guerra e Paz      

                 
3. about_GRT            
  Universidade 

de Évora-Sec. 
Ed. (coord.)

1992 Jubilação do Professor Gonçalo 
Ribeiro Telles

Évora Unviversidade de 
Évora

     

  Universidade 
de Évora

1995 Doutoramento “Honoris Causa” 
de Prof. Doutor Gonçalo Ribeiro 
Telles

Évora Unviversidade de 
Évora

     

  Pessoa, F. S. 2002 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: esboço 
biográfico

[s. l.] Paulo Trancoso—Costa do Castelo Filmes    

Table 2.2  (Continued)
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  Author Year Title Local Publisher Book, journal or 
ISBN

n.º p.

  Caetano, J. 
(coord.);
Abreu, A. C. 
de (texto); 
Cunha, R. 
(foto.)

2003  A utopia e os pés na terra: 
Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles [catálogo]

Lisboa Instituto Português 
de Museus 

ISBN: 
9789727761715 

   

  Andresen, T. 
(coord.)

2003 Do Estádio Nacional ao Jardim 
Gulbenkian. Francisco Caldeira 
Cabral e a primeira geração 
de arquitectos paisagistas 
(1940–1970)

Lisboa Fundação Calouste 
Gulbenkian

     

  Pessoa, F. S. 2011 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: a 
fotobiografia

Lisboa Argumentum      

  Pessoa, F. S. 2016 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: textos 
escolhidos

Lisboa Argumentum      

  Pessoa, F. S. 2021 Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles: o homem 
e a obra

Lisboa Argumentum      

  d’Abreu, M. 
C. (coord.);
Camara, T. B. 
da (coord.)

2021  O mester da paisagem/Master of 
landscape

Lisboa Câmara Municipal 
de Lisboa

https://goncaloribeirotelles.pt/
wp-content/uploads/2021/06/
CATALOGO-O-MESTER-DA-
PAISAGEM.pdf
ISBN: 9789728543624

Camara, T. B. 
da (coord.)

2021 Espaço público de Lisboa: 
plano, projeto e obra da primeira 
geração de arquitetos paisagistas, 
1950–1970

Lisboa Câmara Municipal 
de Lisboa

ISBN: 9789895314362

Table 2.2  (Continued)

https://goncaloribeirotelles.pt/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CATALOGO-O-MESTER-DA-PAISAGEM.pdf
https://goncaloribeirotelles.pt/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CATALOGO-O-MESTER-DA-PAISAGEM.pdf
https://goncaloribeirotelles.pt/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CATALOGO-O-MESTER-DA-PAISAGEM.pdf
https://goncaloribeirotelles.pt/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/CATALOGO-O-MESTER-DA-PAISAGEM.pdf
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Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles remembered at the end of his life

As Ribeiro Telles reached the end of his life, we sought to identify which aspects of 
his character, his performance or his work emerge in the expressions of regret and 
appreciation published. The research universe covered the texts available online.

Sample

The analysis focused on a sample of 140 texts (Table 2.1). The sample includes a 
wide range of texts: brief news of decease, news with reactions from personalities 
or institutions, news with collection of testimonies, news with longer or shorter 
biographical notes, news with republishing of Ribeiro Telles interviews, opinion 
articles, votes of regret and the decree declaring national mourning. They were 
collected using “Google” generic search engine between the 11th and the 26th 
November 2020. This sample includes 95 texts published on 11th November, 42 
released from 12th to 26th November, and three preceding his death.

The three texts prior his death are from 2020. Two were written in May, on his 
birthday. The other one, published in November, recommends a visit to the exhibi-
tion about his work, entitled “O Mester da Paisagem”, held in Lisbon. They were 
included as they are also homage texts and were written in the last days of his life.

The most recent text considered is the vote of regret unanimously approved in 
the Portuguese Parliament on 26th November.

Components

The analysis focused on the words and groups of words used to characterize Ribeiro 
Telles that express the way it was remembered. He is often referred to not just 
for one, but for several aspects. The identified attributes relating to Ribeiro Telles 
were grouped by association with similar concepts. The four components used in 
the analysis were then selected and defined: ‘Ecology-Environment’, ‘Landscape’, 
‘Politics’ and ‘Teaching-Education’.

‘Ecology-Environment’ groups ‘ecology’, ‘environment’, ‘National Agricul-
tural and Ecological Reserves (RAN and REN)’, among others.

‘Landscape’ includes concepts such as ‘landscape’, ‘landscape architecture’, 
‘landscape architect’, ‘designer’, ‘garden’, ‘park’, for example.

‘Politics’ encompasses ‘policy’, ‘founder’ or ‘party leader’, ‘ruler’, ‘minister’, 
‘legislator’, ‘deputy’, ‘councillor’, ‘bases of environmental policy’, ‘Constitution 
of the Portuguese Republic’, and others.

‘Teaching-Education’ ranges from ‘teacher’, ‘professor’, ‘master’, to ‘develop-
ing ecological awareness’.

Analysis

It is observed that sets of components are repeated in several texts (Table 2.3). In the 
sample universe, 11 different types of combinations were identified (Figure 2.3).
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Table 2.3 Component registration and cataloguing.
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The three components combination is the most common, appearing in nearly 
half of the cases (61 times, 44%). The four components combination occurs 45 
times, i.e. in about one third of the total sample. Two-component groups appear in 
18 texts (13%). In a smaller number are the texts in which Ribeiro Telles is identi-
fied with only one component (16 times, 11%) (Figure 2.4).

Considering the number of times each component is mentioned in the sample 
universe, the most mentioned is ‘Landscape’ (135 times, 96%), then ‘Ecology-
Environment’ (116 times; 83%), followed by ‘Politics’ (111 times; 79%), with the 
least employed being ‘Teaching-Education’ (51 times; 36%) (Figure 2.5).

From these data, additional information was obtained through statistical analy-
sis using the IBM SPSS Statistics software.

In the data dimensional reduction using the principal components analysis 
method two main dimensions are observed (Figure  2.6). One is that which we 
could designate as professional intervention related to the ‘Landscape’ compo-
nent. The other, grouping the components ‘Ecology-Environment’, ‘Politics’ and 
‘Teaching-Education’, would be the dimension of public intervention.

By including the origin and type of text in this analysis, we can observe that the 
regional and/or landscape architecture/agronomy publications are those that pref-
erentially refer to ‘Landscape’ and ‘Teaching-Education’ components (Figure 2.7). 
It is also observed that references to ‘Teaching-Education’ come mainly from insti-
tutional sources (Figure 2.8).

Figure 2.3 � Components.
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The hierarchical cluster analysis indicates that the relationship of greater prox-
imity is established between the components ‘Ecology-Environment’ and ‘Poli-
tics’. ‘Ecology-Environment’ is also very close to the ‘Landscape’ component 
(Figure 2.9). ‘Teaching-Education’ component, being the least referred to, has a 
more distant relationship with the others, appearing in less defined groups (Fig-
ure 2.10). It appears in the group where the four components are mentioned (type 
A). It never appears in isolation. The four other groups in which this component 
is found (types D, E, I and L) are formed by either one (D and E) or two (I and L) 
units of analysis each.

Figure 2.4 � Total n.º of components per unit of analysis in the sample universe.

Figure 2.5 � Totals per component in the sample universe.
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When including in this analysis also the type and origin of the publications, 
we confirm that ‘Teaching-Education’ component is hardly mentioned in the 
media. Apart from the 32 units of analysis of A01 group, only two more references 
appeared, both associated with ‘Landscape’ (I04 and D07; 34 in 113 texts, 30%). In 
institutional publications, on the contrary, it appears in approximately two thirds of 
the texts (17 references in a total of 27 units of analysis) (Figure 2.11).

Critical reflection: A cork oak that remains in the Portuguese 
landscape

Ribeiro Telles’ activity touched many areas of society: professional, as a landscape 
architect; academic, as a teacher; political, and as a minister; civic, as a member 

Figure 2.6 � Professional and public intervention.

Figure 2.7 � ‘Teaching-Education’ and regional and/or landscape architecture/agronomy 
publications.
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or even founder of various associations or movements. The perception of his mul-
tifaceted character is confirmed in the analysis carried out by the predominance of 
references with three or four components.

The concept most often associated with Ribeiro Telles is ‘Landscape’. The next 
is ‘Ecology-Environment’. It happens even in texts where only one component is 
present, where we find ‘Landscape’ or, more rarely, ‘Ecology-Environment’.

These concepts call different but related areas of knowledge. The search for a 
consensual definition for each one, even if only from the point of view of landscape 
architecture, could take us far. Such an undertaking is outside the purpose of this 

Figure 2.8 � ‘Teaching/Education’ and institutional sources.

Figure 2.9 � Component proximity.



Figure 2.10 � ‘Teaching-Education’ component and small clusters.



Figure 2.11 � Clusters with ‘Teaching/Education’ component and institutional sources.
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chapter; however, we will recall here the need to benchmark concepts, which is 
at the basis of fruitful communication and good understanding. Both Cabral and 
Ribeiro Telles were sensitive to this demand and contributed to the search for con-
ceptual elucidation.

The word “ecology” derives from the Greek “oikos” (house) and “logos” 
(study). It was proposed by Ernst Haeckel in 1866, in “Generelle Morphologie der 
Organismen”, to designate the scientific study of the interactions between organ-
isms and their environment (apud Stauffer, 1957, p.  138). This study considers 
various levels of proximity, the broadest being the biosphere, which includes all 
living beings on planet Earth.

The training in Berlin provided Cabral with the opportunity to combine meth-
odological and technical aspects of the art of gardens with theoretical and scientific 
knowledge, converging in the practice of design and planning from the study of 
the landscape.

In his words, “Landscape is the biosphere’s figuration and it results from the 
complex action of man and all living beings—plants and animals—in equilibrium 
with the physical factors of the environment” (Cabral apud CEAP, 2010, p. 13). 
Ribeiro Telles adds, arguing that “Landscape concept is no longer exclusively con-
templative, pictorial and literary, becoming also interpretative and, therefore, wid-
ened to science, thus enabling the planned intervention” (apud CEAP, 2010, p. 13).

According to Ribeiro Telles,

landscape structure, the skeleton of form, organises space [. .  .]. The over-
all landscape structure includes the ecological structure (water and air flow, 
organic matter and wildlife circulation, suitability definition and enhance-
ment) and the built structure (paths, crossings, vegetation or built elements 
as a framework). [.  .  .] Landscape has to be considered as an organic and 
biological whole where every element is mutually dependent, both influenc-
ing and suffering from the presence of the other participants. Reciprocity is 
Nature’s fundamental law.

(apud Pessoa, 2021, p. 21)

He further explains that a Landscape Architecture work has “several compo-
nents: the first being the sky that binds up everything. Afterward light and colour. 
Then the form and the figure. And then the movement. Therein lies life” (Reis, 
2020).

Why did Ribeiro Telles become, so recurrently, remembered as a landscape 
architect at the end of his life? Landscape Architecture is not a particularly well-
known profession in Portugal as, for example, medicine or engineering are. 
A clue to search for the answer to this question may lie in the frequency com-
bination type B (‘Landscape’ + ‘Ecology-Environment’ + ‘Politics’) appears on 
the texts (40%). Political and civic participation, in many ways, was a constant 
throughout his life. If we associate the type A combination to this, which to the 
previous one adds the ‘Teaching/Education’ component, we include more than 
70% of the total sample.
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Actually, one of the missions he has most persistently engaged himself in was 
making the fundamentals of ecology understandable. He has done this in a systemic 
way, within the most diverse contexts, both in the most restricted or academic ones 
as well as in the public space. It is not surprising since landscape architecture lies 
very much in ecology.

The fact that Portuguese government declared a day of national mourning in his 
memory shows how important his life was for the country. The decree expresses 
recognition—which happens in similar tributes. Furthermore, it also expressly 
states gratitude for his legacy which so many directly enjoy in their daily lives:

Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles was one of the pioneers of ecology in Portuguese pol-
itics. [. . .] The nation owes him an immense debt of gratitude, both for laying 
the foundations of environmental policy in Portugal and for developing an 
ecological awareness. His lasting legacy benefits all Portuguese people.

(Conselho de Ministros, 2020)

Conclusions

Some years ago, when asked which tree he would choose to represent himself, 
Ribeiro Telles replied:

A cork oak. I have known this tree since I was a child. When someone asks 
me where do I  run away to, I  always answer: to the montado [cork oak 
wood]. I hold this sense of existence I don’t know why. It might be due to the 
presence of a large animal life there, which I think is shaped accordingly, and 
a continuous human presence. And then there are these amazing trees, the 
cork oaks. Are you aware of the mystery of the montado? The secret is that 
you enter, you don’t know the paths and you only see trunks in front of you. 
Everything can appear and everything happens over and over again. Mystery 
always lies ahead of us in the montado. So is eternity.

(Soromenho, 2020)

At the end of his life, Ribeiro Telles was recognized both as a landscape 
architect and a tireless advocate of ecological practices and a healthier environ-
ment. He is also remembered as the politician who laid the foundations of the 
legal framework for territorial planning oriented towards a cultural landscape, 
interrelating rural and urban in a system of interconnected continuities. He is 
moreover evoked as a Master, who contributed both to consolidate the academic 
training in Landscape Architecture and to implement a widespread ecological 
awareness.

He was truly all of this and in all he enthusiastically displayed his remarkable 
communication skills. Gonçalo Ribeiro Telles thus became renowned and came 
to be recognised as a leader in both the landscape architecture and environmental 
policy domains in Portugal.
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