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given by the public outdoor space.

students, stake holders, decision makers and the users 
in the learning process is the base of this exercise 

awareness of landscape architecture themes, values 

The learning process here described occurs during 

landscape architecture of the University of Porto, 
Portugal (September to December). It complies 6 
contact hours per week, for 14 weeks, a class of 

makers at municipality level.

To face the intensiveness of the course and to 
guarantee some complexity in the outputs, students 

are proposed by the students and tuned up by the 

along the course unit.

situated up town, down to the historic quarter of the 

the end point are suggested by the teachers, but the 
students are the ones who organize the route which is 
indicated and followed in satellite images.

It takes approximately two and a half hours along a wide 

spaces that are being perceived and experienced. 

short videos (including sound recording) and sketches. 

2. Back in the classroom, the studio sessions begin. 
The groups select one of the visited spaces to study in 
detail and set up a methodology aiming at achieving a 

quality. Such quality improvement is mainly focused 
on universal public access and movement, ground 

trees. Later in the session each group presents and 
states the reason for choosing their case study.

University of Porto, Portugal

3. Each group returns to the selected space for a 
detailed site survey. All relevant data (including historic 

4. Again in class the groups work intensively on the 

be done in order to increase the quality of the space. 

aims. The programme narrated in a poster assembled 

previous study.

programme the groups return to the site and randomly 

water features, biodiversity and human comfort 

through photographs and behaviour maps.

6. The following studio sessions explore and stabilize 

design. Here the students synthesize leading goals 

proposal is formalized in a poster containing a master 

previous study is delivered involving local stakeholders 
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presented by the teachers to the students and to the 

Main conclusions for each group are then recorded.

8. Student groups return to the study space with the 

their opinion about the proposals they produced for 
the site (minimum 15 individuals, with a well balanced 

synthesized so that each proposal may progress to 
a consensus and give way to the second phase of 
the design proposal, the design development. This 

proposals and progresses to the detailing of landform, 

contributed to the design process.

10. Both teachers and students organize and conduct 
the last assessment session. Such a session is planned 

learning process.

varied studio session exercises, frequent debate, 

opinion and the involvement of the stake-holders 
in the design learning process is fundamental to 

the community involvement in public space design is 
decisive as a learning process and as design strategy. 

The proposed pedagogic framework moves beyond 

process, students are encouraged to develop a cross-

involvement of students, users and stakeholders in the 
design process enriched the outputs, improved the 
learning methods, and the deliverance of community 
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a reader. University of Pennsylvania Press.

This is not a breakthrough but an ongoing exercise 


