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Biography
Pedro Menezes holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Sociology from the Universidade de Brasília 
(Brazil) and, presently, is in his last term of the doctorate program in Sociology at the Universidade do 
Porto (Portugal). His research projects deal with the relations between political and cultural fields, 
specifically the affinities and tensions between public authorities and artists, chiefly musicians. Funded 
by Fundação para Ciência e Tecnologia de Portugal (FCT), his doctorate research analyses a cultural 
center especially dedicated to music, in Fortaleza (Brazil). The studies focus on the convergences and 
divergences between the local government, who founded and finances the center, a social 
organization that was appointed to operate and run the center, and the musical collectives who perform 
at the center’s festivals. During his master’s, funded by CAPES/Brazil, he studied the relations 
between UNESCO’s discourse about Diversity and the musical style labelled as World Music, 
emphasizing how both, simultaneously, stimulate and organize the idea of Difference:  on the one 
hand, they are interested in the multiple particularities; on the other, they gather all singularities under 
the aegis of the same universal paradigm. Pedro has published articles, book chapters and reviews 
and presented his works about these themes in the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Australia, Portugal, Brazil, among other countries. Conscious that the urban environment is the stage 
where these exchanges between State and artists take place, after his doctorate, Pedro intends to turn 
his attention to the debate on the European Capital of Culture (ECOC) accreditation, highlighting how 
the title promotes a complex balance between the official and the alternative, mobilizing and impacting 
local public authorities, civil society and members of the creative sector.
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