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TEMA DA DISSERTAÇÃO 
 
The following master thesis discusses a contemporary phenomena in Brazil: the creation of self-titled urban quilombos. If in 
the past, the quilombos were created by enslaved negros to resist against slavery, currently they were readapted to resist a 
racist society. In this process, the urban quilombo Aparelha Luzia, located in the center of São Paulo, quickly gained notoriety 
for Afro-Brazilians, be it for its distinctness, be it for the success of its founder, Erica Malunguinho, in the political sphere.  
 
We follow Stuart Hall’s (1990, 2006) cultural identity theory of a continuous reconstruction of identity through interactions 
with the others and culture, where one bridges together its past towards what they become, in order to analyze how this 
return to an Afro-Brazilian past may help its attendees in reshaping their cultural identities. To answer this question, we apply 
Hall’s theory into an autoethnographic study that consisted of field visits and qualitative interviews, where we were able to 
experience what it is to be at Aparelha Luzia and the cultural reshapings of identity taking place. 
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