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 THE PORTO TRAM MUSEUM 
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The Museu do Carro Eléctrico do Porto  - Porto Tram Museum 
- is nowadays considered a good example of the reuse of an old 
industrial space, and stands out among the most recent reconver-
sion interventions carried out in Portugal’s second city of Oporto.

The museum was founded in 1992 and takes advantage of the 
facilities of the former Massarelos Thermoelectric Power Station 
(Central Termoeléctrica de Massarelos), which was a project dat-
ing from 1909 and complemented in the year of 1912 by the en-
gineer Luís Couto dos Santos. Born in Brasil, he came to Portugal 
where he studied Civil Engineering at the Academia Politécnica do 
Port, became a Professor at Faculdade Técnica da Universidade do 
Porto in the year of 1915, being soon after nominated Director.

The Thermoelectric Station would be inaugurated in 1915, serving 
as a power supply for the city trams at the service of the Carris 
company. Carris was founded in 1873, under the name Companhia 
Carris de Ferro do Porto, one year after the birth of Companhia 
Carril Americano do Porto, the pioneer company in Oportos’s 
public transportation business. It closed after 1962, although it 
continues to function as a sub-station of energy transformation.

Today, besides feeding Oporto’s electric traction lines, it is used by 
the city as a museum space. After being closed for a while, in the 
year	of	2012,	the	museological	building	was	re-qualified	and	en-
larged under the project of the German architect Thomas Kröger, 
who	won	the	prize	in	2010	for	the	Requalification	Project	of	the	
Tram	Museum	of	Porto.	The	plan	reflects	‘the	beauty	of	industrial	
architecture and represents the attitude of façades incorporating 
technological pretensions, usual at the epoch’ (MELO, 2010).  

In this context, an intervention affected «all the walls of the build-
ing in its two main aisles: the Engines Room and the Permanent 
Exhibition Room with the trams» (DIAS: 2015). Moreover, two 
new glazed volumes were added, which extend themselves out-
wards and intensify the relationship of the building with the river 
Douro. It reopened to the public in 2015.

The building that houses the Museum is under the control of the 
STCP (Serviço de Transportes Colectivos do Porto) and belongs 
to the Portuguese Museum Network (Rede Portuguesa de Mu-
seus).  In 2010, an application for the QREN ON2 (a national 

financing	programme	for	stategy	and	development)	was	approved,	
aiming at the musealization of the Engines Room, which allowed 
the necessary interpretive and logistical conditions for its opening 
to the public and its full enjoyment.

Among the main objectives were the preservation and conserva-
tion of species and artefacts representing the history and develop-
ment of the city’s urban public transports on rails, presenting to 
the visitors these pieces of industrial heritage and enabling their 
interpretation.
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The tram exhibition occupies the former electricity generating station
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