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Introduction 

At the IACEE (International Association for Continuing Engineering Education – 

www.iacee.org) world conference of 2016 a declaration was signed by all participants. IACEE 

is an international organization dedicated to the Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 

and to the Continuing Education in Engineering (CEE). This declaration resulted in the 

creation of SERINA (http://serina.iacee.org). SERINA means Sustainability Education and 

Research in Action.  

SERINA recognizes the scale and complexity of the gap between existing solutions and the 

needs facing our planet concerning sustainability. SERINA is placed to act on this opportunity. 

SERINA seeks to pivot the organization to connect individuals, universities, industry, 

government and NGO organizations to meet the grand Climate Change challenges facing 

humanity and the world. 

Keeping with its dedication to lifelong learning, SERINA has developed and will continue to 

research and develop a repository of global initiatives already in place to address those twenty-

one century challenges threatening the survival of human kind through collaboration, design, 

creative thinking and engineering. SERINA wants to implement the Porto declaration within 

the engineering community and influence stakeholders to engage with a framework of global 
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sustainable development needs. Change and improvement can be obtained mostly by education 

and training of the current engineering community around the world.  

 

Significance for Engineering Education 

 

Engineering Education (EE) and Continuing Engineering Education (CEE) are crucial to 

handle the scale and complexity of the gap between existing solutions and the needs facing our 

planet. Engineers are uniquely placed to act on this opportunity. Through initiatives like 

SERINA it is possible to connect individuals, universities, industry, government and NGO 

organisations to meet the grand challenges facing humanity and the world.  

Lifelong learning has developed and can continue to develop global initiatives to address those 

twenty-first century challenges threatening the survival of human kind through collaboration, 

design, creative thinking and engineering. The Porto Declaration (www.iacee.org) may 

motivate the engineering community and influence a majority of stakeholders to engage with a 

framework of global sustainable development such as the UN 17 Sustainable Goals 

(https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ . 

EE and CEE can influence on in the short term the pledge of the engineering community and 

of related sectors to a global commitment in implementing this call to service. This change and 

improvement can be mostly achieved via education and training of the engineering community 

around the world, as engineers and related stakeholders have a major influence in the world’s 

development.  

It is crucial that within a global and international arena that engineers engage in sustainable 

measures to ensure a future for the world. SERINA and the Porto Declaration can act as beacon 

and motivation for all and especially for active engineers and for future engineers. The 

contribution of these initiatives can arise from examples of related activities, the role of online 

learning in CEE sustainable courses, some guidelines for online sustainable courses and the 

provision of training and education for a sustainable world. 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

