Resumo

Esta dissertagio debruga-se sobre a Definicdo do Ambito dos Estudos de Impacte Ambiental (EIA)
enquanto fase crucial para a qualidade e eficacia do processo de Avaliacdo de Impacte Ambiental
(AlA).

Na primeira parte do trabalho sdo apresentadas as motivacdes e justificacdes para a sua realizacéo,

sendo também efectuado um enquadramento sucinto da tematica a abordar.

A segunda parte define o referencial conceptual enquadrador da investigacdo subsequente. Com
base na revisdo da literatura sobre a matéria, apresenta as principais caracteristicas da Definicdo do
Ambito, as suas virtudes e limitacdes. S&o debatidas as questdes relevantes que dever&o estar na
base de procedimentos de Definicio do Ambito bem sucedidos com o intuito de enquadrar a

abordagem do caso portugués.

A terceira parte é dedicada a anélise dos procedimentos de Definicdo do Ambito estabelecidos pelo
actual quadro legal portugués. Depois de tracada a evolugéo do sistema de AIA em Portugal e feito o
enquadramento com as Directivas Comunitarias, sdo analisados e comentados os dois diplomas
legais que regulamentam a Definichio do Ambito, verificando-se alguns pontos criticos
condicionadores de uma Definicdo do Ambito eficaz.

Na quarta parte sdo analisadas em detalhe as Propostas de Definicio do Ambito (PDA) elaboradas
em Portugal no sentido de compreender a actual pratica sobre esta tematica a luz dos principios e
conceitos anteriormente debatidos. Verifica-se que grande parte destes documentos apresentam

lacunas importantes no seu contetdo.

Conclui-se, na quinta parte, que mesmo com um enquadramento legal regulamentador dos
procedimentos e dos conteldos a pratica portuguesa revela dificuldades em focalizar o EIA nas
guestbes relevantes, sendo apresentadas diversas recomendacdes tendentes a melhorar a eficacia

do processo de Definicdo do Ambito.

Abstract

This dissertation is about scoping in Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as a crucial stage for its

quality and effectiveness.

In the first part the main motivations are presented as well as a brief framework about the theme under

analysis.

The second part aims to define the rationale and theoretical framework for the following empirical
work. A review is made of the literature available presenting the main characteristics of Scoping and



its strengths and weaknesses. Major issues are discussed about good scoping practices regarding the

assessment of the portuguese scoping system.

In the third part an analysis is made of the scoping procedures established by the portuguese
Environment Impact Assessment law. Following a brief insight into the evolution of the EIA system in
Portugal and its relation with the European Union Directives an in depth discussion is made about the
new legislation establishing legal framework for scoping. An attempt is made to point out critical steps

which may affect scoping effectiveness.

In the fourth part some scoping documents are assessed under the main findings of the previous
chapters in order to establish the current scoping practice. It is found that most of scoping documents

lack important issues either methodological or analytical in nature.

The conclusion, in the fifth part, heighten that while there is a legal framework regulating the scoping
procedures and the contents of the scoping document, practice is still away from a good focalization
on the most relevant issues for Impact Assessment. Under this findings some recommendations are

made to ensure an overall effectiveness of the scoping process.



