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In response to the letter from Byard [1] describing two drown-
ing incidents in the Murrumbidgee River in Wagga Wagga,
and the author’s own experience with being rescued himself,
we commend those involved for executing a safe rescue.
Drowning while attempting rescue accounts for 2% of all
drowning-related deaths in Australia [2]. In many cases it is
the person in distress that survives, and the would-be rescuer
who dies [3]. We agree that a better understanding of the
omnipresent dangers associated with rivers is needed, as these
locations feature prominently in the Australian and New
Zealand drowning statistics [4, 5]. Our concern, and reason
for corresponding, is the continued use of the outdated

terminology “near drowning”. In 2002, the World Congress
on Drowning developed the following uniform definition for
drowning: “The process of experiencing respiratory impair-
ment due to submersion or immersion in liquid” [6]. With this
definition also came the recommendation to discontinue the
use of modifiers such as “near”, “secondary”, “wet/dry”, and
“active/passive”. Whereas “drowning” was often used to de-
scribe a fatal event, based on this uniform definition, which
has been adopted by the World Health Organization and
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the primary def-
inition does not include outcome. From this definition, terms
like “fatal”, “non-fatal”, or “drowning with morbidity” can be
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used to better describe the event. The use of outdated
terminology is unfortunately not a rarity in peer-
reviewed literature, as a systematic review we recently
performed and are seeking publication of, found that
32% of drowning-related articles over the past six years
included non-uniform terminology. We see this as an
opportunity for editors to improve the published use of
uniform drowning terminology. It is also our hope that
improved data collection and reporting lead to improved
practice and patient outcomes.
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