
Abstract 

Environmental authorities can abort an EIA process of an Annex I or Annex II project, by 

refusing the respective EIA Report, on the grounds of technical or methodological 

insufficiencies, previously identified. However, it cannot be taken for granted that, once an EIA 

Report is formally accepted, as part of an EIA process, its quality standard is, consistently, of a 

satisfactory level.  

This thesis’objective is the assessment of the quality of EIA studies carried out for small scale 

hydropower plants. An extensive survey was carried out to analyse all EIA Reports that were 

the basis of successful EIA processes involving this kind of projects, under the old and the new 

legislation, that is, over the last two decades. There are several reasons for the choice of small 

scale hydropower plants for this research. Often times unnoticeable to the general public and 

the media, located in isolated areas upstream secondary rivers, these projects are likely to 

generate some significant environmental impacts, in particular on the aesthetic value and 

character of local landscapes and on pristine ecological habitats. And yet, they are usually 

regarded as environmental friendly projects designed to produce emission free energy. To 

better understand what is happening with this kind of projects, one of the objectives of this 

thesis, is, not only the evaluation of the EIS but also to give an evaluation structure that can 

help the technicians to produce better EIS of this kind of projects.  

The design of the evaluation criteria benefited from the literature review on similar research 

projects carried out in other EU countries. The evaluation exercise revealed a number of 

technical and methodological weaknesses in a significant percentage of cases.  

The recommendations proposed have two main goals: to improve the present quality of the EIS 

and to strengthen the role of the EIA Commissions, at the crucial review stage of the EIA 

process. 


